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Editorial: Assets will be seized 


Kokomo Tribune Editorial Board 

As we’ve written before, Attorney General Jeff Sessions seems determined 
to return this country to the depths of the bad old days of the so-called Drug 
War. First, he issued new draconian sentencing guidelines which instructed 
prosecutors to pursue the most serious, readily provable offense, including 


those which carry mandatory minimum sentences. 


And on Wednesday, he revived yet another reviled aspect from this chapter 


of American law enforcement. 


“Under the Attorney General's Order, federal adoption of all types of assets 
seized lawfully by state or local law enforcement under their respective 
state laws is authorized whenever the conduct giving rise to the seizure 
violates federal law,” stated a memo from Deborah Connor, Acting Chief of 
the Money Laundering and Asset Recovery Section. “In order to give 
individual property owners an opportunity to challenge the seizure as soon 
as practicable, the Department will expedite federal agencies' decisions 


regarding adoptions and their provision of notice to interested parties.” 


That means your property can now be seized without being found guilty of a 
federal crime, or even be charged with one. And if you want your stuff back, 


it’s on you to prove your innocence, not the other way around. 


So much for innocent until proven guilty. 


This was an interesting week for Sessions to pick to unveil this new 


directive, to say the least. 


“Russia’s ambassador to Washington told his superiors in Moscow that he 
discussed campaign-related matters, including policy issues important to 
Moscow, with Jeff Sessions during the 2016 presidential race, contrary to 
public assertions by the embattled attorney general, according to current 
and former U.S. officials,” reported The Washington Post’s Adam Entous, 
Ellen Nakashima and Greg Miller on Friday. “Ambassador Sergey Kislyak’s 
accounts of two conversations with Sessions — then a top foreign policy 
adviser to Republican candidate Donald Trump — were intercepted by U.S. 
spy agencies, which monitor the communications of senior Russian officials 
in the United States and in Russia. Sessions initially failed to disclose his 
contacts with Kislyak and then said that the meetings were not about the 


Trump campaign.” 


These omissions would absolutely constitute a federal crime. So, Mr. 
Sessions, when should we swing by and retrieve your property? Don’t 


worry. You'll have time to prove your innocence later. 


